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MEMORANDUM 

 
Date:  September 18, 2024 
 
To:  Maciej Kempa, Chairman and PZBA Member 
 
Cc:  Joe Wade, City Administrator 
  John O’Driscoll, City Attorney 
 
From:  Daniel A. Peterson, Director of Building & Development 
 
Subject: PZBA Case #24-01 TA  Text Amendments to:  Title 5 Section 2: Definitions and   
        Title 5 Section 3: General Provisions 
      
 
Please be advised that the public hearing will reconvene for PZBA Case #24-01 TA at the next regular meeting of 
the PZBA Wednesday September 25. 2024 at 7:00 pm to consider text amendments to Title 5 Chapter 2: Definitions 
and Title 5 Chapter 3 General Provisions of the City of Prospect Heights Zoning code regarding the keeping of 
chickens in the R-1 Single Family Residential District. 
 
BACKGROUND:    
 
During the city council meeting on October In 2022, residents spoke during public comment regarding the problems 
they were having with nuisance problem with a neighbor regarding chickens and want a ban on chickens being kept 
in the R-1 District.  The City Council directed the matter to the Planning Zoning Board of Appeals (PZBA) to research 
the matter.  The PZBA held two public informational meetings on January 24, 2024 and March 20, 2024.  At the 
conclusion of the two meetings the PZBA directed staff to prepare an application for text amendments to the City 
Zoning code for a public hearing.  Staff requested a continuance of the public hearing to address concerns and 
questions raised by the PZBA during the hearing.  A continuance was granted to September 25, 2024. 
 
Director Peterson reached out to members of the public that provided testimony at the public hearings both in support 
of minimal changes and those that want reasonable restriction in the ordinances.  Due to summer schedules and to 
accommodate schedules, two meetings were held to go over the draft ordinance.  The first meeting was held on July 
19, 2024, and included a committee of Tiffany Hinton, Genevieve Charet, Nikki Moylan and Beky Fuscone, Randall 
Brace could not make the meeting.  The second meeting was held on August 22, 2024, with Jim and Linda 
Kleinschmidt, Lynn Schumacher and Rebecca Bossley.  I want to thank all participants for their insight, openness 
and contributions in the process.   
 
SUMMARY OF MEETING DISCUSSION:   
 
The result of both meetings and review of comments supports keeping chickens within the city is an appropriate use 
within the R-1 Single Family Residential zoning district.  The following is an outline of the discussion items and 
comments.   
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• Definition of Coops:  
o Permanent Coops, 200 square feet max, for structure, coop and open area fully contain with or 

without a roof.    
o Mobile Coop: Constructed on a trailer and movable. Maximum size 200 sq. ft.  will be allowed 

portable fencing for run or permanent fencing.  Will not count for lot coverage calculations. 
o Fencing: Approved fencing will be determined at time of application for Chicken Keeping Permit.  

Eliminates the need for the 6’ privacy fence.  Will require a separate building permit. 
 

Action: Staff has incorporated changes to the draft ordinance. 
 

• Setback for placement of coops and runs 
o Comments were made to increase the distance to 15’ which is the setback requirement for a primary 

structure (house). Reduce noise and odor impacts to adjoining properties. 
o Mobile Coop and portable runs must maintain the required setbacks. 

 
Action:   No changes to the current zoning code setback requirements for accessory structures. 

 
• Consideration of other fowl 

o Expanding the allowed fowl to include ducks, geese, quail and turkeys  
o Geese and turkeys produce loud noise and would not be recommended by staff 
o Federally regulated waterfowl and game birds would be prohibited. 

 
Action:  Staff recommends consideration of other fowl. Except geese and turkeys due to potential noise issues. 

 
• The Prohibition of Roosters 

  
o The groups were split: Equally between keep roosters and prohibit roosters 
o “Three Strike” for violations discussed.  
o Enforcement of the noise ordinance problematic.  Would place burden on neighbors to report 

violations.    
 

Action: Staff is not recommending a change in the draft ordinance.  
 
• Number Limit of 20 total hens 

o The limit of 20 would remain the limit  
o If there is an addition of other fowl added, the total number of fowl would still be 20 as an aggregate 

total.  Ex: 15 hens and 5 ducks. 
o Agreement on number from all participants.   

 
Action: No change to the draft ordinance.   

 
• Sale of Eggs 

o State of Illinois permits the sale of eggs from own flock to household users.  
o City Sign Code does not permit advertising of items for sale in residential districts and would not be 

permitted for the sale of eggs.  
 

Action: As a non-home rule municipality, the city cannot restrict sale of eggs.  However, the City can enforce 
the current restrictions on signs.  The sale of eggs or meat cannot be a home occupation. 
 

• Annual fee and inspection requirement 
o Annual registration to maintain the Accessory Use approval 
o Will establish inspection protocols  
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o Half the group thought this was unnecessary 
o Half thought annuals fees and inspections are necessary and like dog and cat registrations 

 
Action: No change to the proposed ordinance.   

 
• Chicken Community Board 

o Proposed by group of resident chicken owners to provide guidance and assistance to the community 
o Would not be a formal committee or board of the City 
o Staff would recommend their resources for training, inspection and support for new chicken owners 
o Contact information would be included with permit application packets 

 
Action: None.  This would be a voluntary organization.  Staff will utilize the board as a resource as to enhance 

the chicken keeping experience for our residents. Great resource for education and communication 
 
The participants were in general agreement with items discussed and direction of the draft ordinance.  Having better 
definitions written will help with resident understanding or the requirements for keeping chickens, as well as, 
providing the tools for consistent application and enforcement of the ordinance.  However, there was disagreement 
regarding prohibiting roosters and the annual renewal fee and inspection.   
 
A redline version of the draft ordinance is contained in your packet for review.   
 
 CONCLUSION 
 
This has been a very public and inclusive process to hear perspectives from residents of the community.  The result 
is a proposed ordinance which preserves the keeping of chickens as a permitted accessory use in the R-1 District. The 
ordinance establishes the rules for current and future chicken owners to be compliant chicken keepers.  Finally, the 
ordinance will provide consistency, predictability and enforceability that is necessary to protect all residents within 
the City of Prospect Heights.   
 
Thanks again to community for their participation in the ordinance development process.   
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff is seeking a positive recommendation of the proposed ordinance and referral to the 
City Council. 
 
 
Att: Draft Ordinance – Redline dated 09/18/2024 
 Suggested ordinance language provided by Tiffany Hinton and the Chicken Community Board Committee 
 State of Illinois Egg and Egg Products Act 410/ILCS/615 Summary and Full Text 
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MEMORANDUM 

 

 
Date:  September 9, 2024 

 

To:  Chairman Kempa & Planning/Zoning Board of Appeals 

 

From:   Daniel A. Peterson, Director of Building & Development 

 

Subject: ZBA Case No. 24-12 V – Variation to Reduce Corner Side Yard Setback for the 

installation of a decorative metal fence at 2 Hawthorne Place 

   

 

Please be advised that Teodora Varcheva, owner, of the subject property, is seeking a variation to 

Section 5-3-4 H1f(2) of the City of Prospect Heights Zoning Code to allow the reduction of the 

required corner yard setback from 20’ to 0’ for the construction of a 4’ decorative metal fence.   

 

The applicant is seeking to match the corner side yard fence installed by her neighbor at 112 S. 

Maple Lane.  The issue is that the fence at 112 S. Maple Lane is a legal fence and was 

constructed by a permit #114-88 in 1988, prior to the adoption of the current regulations in 1991.  

The current fence was approved to be constructed on the property line. 

 

Please contact me should you have any questions regarding this application. 

 

Thank you. 
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  PZBA Meeting 

Case #24-12 V 

2 Hawthorne Pl., Prospect Heights. IL 

 
EXHIBITS LIST 

No. Date Description Prepared 

1 8/19/24  Completed Application Applicant 

2 8/19/24 Hardship Letter 1 pg.  Applicant 

3 8/19/24 Plat of Survey Morris Engineering Inc. 7/10/2017 

4 8/19/24 Proof of Ownership Applicant – In File 

5 9/9/24 Notice Requirements Applicant – In File 

6 9/9/24 Zoning Review Director Peterson 

7 9/9/24 Ordinance #O-91-22,  City Code – Amending Fence Req. 

8 9/9/24 
Ordinance #O-77-27, Section 4.04 
H Fences Original City Ordinance 

9 9/9/24 GIS Aerial Image of Hawthorne PL City Exhibit.  
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