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CITY OF PROSPECT HEIGHTS

FIRE/POLICE COMMISSION

City Hall
8 North Elmhurst Road

Prospect Heights, IL 60070

REGULAR MEETING MINUTES 
OF WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2016 
1.
CALL TO ORDER  - At 4:15 PM, Chairman Meyer called to order the November 30, 2016 Fire/Police Commission Meeting at 8 North Elmhurst Road, Prospect Heights, IL 60070.
2.
ROLL CALL  - Deputy Clerk Schultheis called roll.


          There was a quorum

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT – Chairman Meyer, Commissioners – Hoffman and Fiorito

ALSO PRESENT – Deputy Chief Zawlocki, Chief Steffen, Community Liaison Conboy

3.
APPROVAL OF MINUTES
A. September 28, 2016 – Regular Meeting Minutes – Chairman Meyer moved to Approve the September 28, 2016 Regular meeting Minutes; seconded by Commissioner Fiorito.  There was unanimous approval.
VOICE VOTE:

All ayes, no nays

Motion carried 3 – 0

B.  September 28, 2016 – Regular meeting Executive Session Minutes – Chairman Meyer moved to Approve the Executive Session Meeting Minutes of September 28, 2016; seconded by Commissioner Hoffman.  There was unanimous approval.

VOICE VOTE:

All ayes, no nays

Motion carried 3 – 0

4.
CLOSED SESSION – At 4:17 PM, Chairman Meyer moved to go into Execute

Session to discuss a personnel situation; seconded by Commissioner Fiorito.  There was unanimous approval.
ROLL CALL VOTE: 

AYES – 

Fiorito, Hoffman, Meyer





NAYS – 
None





ABSENT - 
None

Motion carried 3 - 0
5.
RETURN TO OPEN SESSION  - At 4:30 PM Deputy Clerk Schultheis called roll.  All Commissioners were present.  There was a quorum.
6.
SCHEDULED BUSINESS
A. Approval of 2017 Fire Police Commission Meeting Schedule – Chairman Meyer moved to amend the calendar to the last Wednesday of the month; seconded by Commissioner Hoffman.  There was unanimous approval.

VOICE VOTE:

All ayes, no nays

Motion carried 3 – 0

7. 
OLD BUSINESS - None
8.
NEW BUSINESS

A. Part-Time Officer - Anthony Loiacono  - Chief Steffen discussed the

background of the new part-time officer to fill in for the position vacated by Community

Liaison Conboy. As Officer is Loicano is 35, he can only be hired as a part-time officer.

Chairman Meyer will attend the swearing in, and requested invitation – tentatively set for

10:00 AM on Friday, December 2, 2016. - The Board consensus was that he would be a

good fit.
9.
DEPARTMENTAL UPDATE 


A. Fire Police Commission Conference – Commissioner Hoffman attended the classes as did Community Liaison Conboy.  Community Liaison Conboy said that there were some new ideas, but essentially the Commission was following the format that the rest of the Commissions do.  The Information was basic. Commissioner Hoffman said that they brought up two ideas that the City should consider – 1) Group interviewing of recruits.  Commissioner Hoffman is not in favor of this, nor was Chairman Meyer.  They would rather see the candidates on a single interviewee basis.  
It was noted by Chief Steffen that the quality of the candidates now are as good as ever.

2) Power Test – it is being challenged in other jurisdictions. Being challenged on the fact that people are not being allowed to take the written test based on not passing what is basically a “conditioning test.”  Chief Steffen said that the City makes certain that people have NIPSTA card before they take the written test. – No action was taken

B. Police Department Awards  - Chief Steffen noted that the awards were administered at the Council Meeting, and that the Commissioners were present.  Chairman Meyer stated that the Commission took great pride in seeing the Awards given.  It was also noted by the Chief that the officers and their families were proud to be there. – No action was taken.

C. Food Drive and Police Raffle – Community Liaison Conboy was in charge of coordinating the event. She said that Jewel hosted the food drive, and that donations from the public were very generous. Harper was the staging area to mete out the dinners.  Officers Derman, Garza and Smith, as well as Deputy Clerk Schultheis and Administrative Assistant Falconer helped package and distribute.  Volunteers Paul Fischer also helped package meals, and Volunteer Marcia Jendreas helped coordinate packaging at Harper College.  
Chief Steffen – thanked Jewel and Harper for their generosity and assistance, as well as Mayor Helmer for obtaining gift cards from sponsors to buy turkeys in an amount of $2000.

Commissioner Hoffman said that the Police Department should keep track of all the hours donated by the Police officers to communities as well as businesses.

Chief Steffen noted that recognition of this community service was the reason for the Award ceremony. – No action was taken.
10.
CORRESPONDENCE/COMMUNICATIONS  - 
· Commissioner Fiorito brought up the topic of officers being targeted in shootings.

Chief Steffen noted that the Police Officers train for this every day, and intelligence on activities is shared.  He noted that the Police community learns from each incident, and trains based on these incidents.  He noted that it was a balancing act, as the Police did not want to distance themselves from the public.

Commissioner Hoffman noted that the Police and the Community should be working together.  
Chief Steffen said that the Daily Herald  pointed out that crime was going up everywhere except Prospect Heights.  he believed that it was partly due to the relationship that the City had with residents in multi-family housing units to lessen fear of the Police.  Because the City is geographically small the Police can interact with the community in a positive way – and both sides can get to know one another.

Community Liaison Conboy said that education was a great tool to abate the fear of the police.  She said that a lot of people did not know the use of force continuum or the laws, and that role plays were enacted by the Police to show people how to handle a situation and explain the use of force.  She felt that residents needed to understand how quickly a situation could accelerate into violence – a great example of this type of training is the Citizen Police Academy. 

It was noted that there are 6-10 event volunteers but that there is a core group that manages the Academy.  The Commissioners were encouraged to attend.  – Tuesday, December 6th at 7 PM – graduation. – No action was taken.

· Christmas Raffle – Community Liaison Conboy said that she was still selling tickets,
and that the Police were partnered with the Fire Department.- No action was taken.
· Chief Steffen asked the Board to look at the Facebook page that was updated by the
Community Liaison.-  No action was taken.
· It was noted that there is training at schools to help get law enforcement more
reactive to terrorism and mass shootings.  Children are being taught to report anything suspicious that they see on social media to adults.- No action was taken.
· Chief Steffen noted that the recruits are doing well and their field training is ending. 
They will be assigned shifts on the first of the year. – No action was taken.
11.
NEXT REGULAR MEETING – January 25, 2017 at City Hall Council Chambers, 8 North Elmhurst Road, Prospect Heights, IL 60070 at 4 PM
12.
ADJOURNMENT  - At 5:09 PM, Chairman Meyer moved to adjourn; seconded by Commissioner Hoffman. There was unanimous approval.

VOICE VOTE:

All ayes, no nays

Motion carried 3 – 0
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